Recognition of chromosome 6-associated target structures by human lymphokine-activated killer cells.
Different populations of unstimulated and IL-2-activated PBL were used in binding and killing assays against somatic mouse/human lymphocyte cell hybrids containing different human chromosomes. Unstimulated PBL effector cells showed low binding and killing activity to both cell hybrids and mouse parental cell lines. However, IL-2-activated killer (LAK) cells bound strongly to, and effectively killed, cell hybrids carrying human chromosome 6, but were inefficient in both assays to mouse parental cells and to cell hybrids not carrying human chromosome 6. These results show that human LAK cells but not endogenous NK cells bind and kill mouse/human lymphocyte hybrids containing human chromosome 6. We thus suggest that LAK cells recognize ligands encoded by genes on chromosome 6.